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the life-giving knowledge of God. Everything Jesus did
while on earth is exactly what Jehovah would have done.
Hence, getting to know Jesus also means increasing our
knowledge of Jehovah. (John 8:28; 14:8-10) Clearly, then,
it is vital to learn more about Jesus Christ.

JESUS’ LIFE COURSE ON EARTH

15 The second stage of Jesus’ life course was here
on earth. He willingly submitted as God transferred his
life from heaven to the womb of a faithful Jewish vir-
gin named Mary. Jehovah’s powerful holy spirit, or ac-
tive foree, ‘overshadowed’ Mary, causing her to become
pregnant and eventually give birth to a perfect baby.
(Luke 1:34, 35) Jesus inherited no imperfection, since
his life came from a perfect Source. He was reared in
a humble home as the adopted son of the carpenter Jo-
seph and was the first of several children in the family.
—Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:22, 23; Mark 6:3.

16 Jesus’ deep devotion to Jehovah God was already
evident when he was 12 years old. (Luke 2:41-49) Af-
ter growing up and embarking on his ministry at the
age of 30, Jesus also demonstrated his profound love for
his fellow humans. When God’s holy spirit empowered
him to perform miracles, he compassionately healed the
sick, the lame, the maimed, the blind, the deaf, the lep-
rous. (Matthew 8:2-4; 15:30) Jesus fed hungry thousands.
(Matthew 15:35-38) He calmed a storm that threatened
the safety of his friends. (Mark 4:37-39) In fact, he even
resurrected the dead. (John 11:43, 44) These miracles are
well-established facts of history. Even Jesus’ enemies ac-

15. How did Jesus come to be born as a perfect baby?

16, 17. (a) Where did Jesus get power to perform miracles, and
what were some of them? (b) What are some qualities that Jesus
displayed?
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knowledged that he ‘performed many signs.’—John 11:
47, 48.

17 Jesus traveled throughout his homeland, teaching
people about God’s Kingdom. (Matthew 4:17) He also
set a sterling example of patience and reasonableness.
Even when his disciples failed him, he sympathetically
remarked: “The spirit, of course, is eager, but the flesh is
weak.” (Mark 14:37, 38) Yet, Jesus was courageous and
forthright with those who despised the truth and op-
pressed the helpless. (Matthew 23:27-33) Above all, he
perfectly imitated his Father’s example of love. Jesus
was even willing to die so that imperfect mankind would
have a hope for the future. No wonder, then, that we
may well refer to Jesus as the key to the knowledge of
God! Yes, he is the living key! But why do we say a living
key? This brings us to the third stage of his life course.

JESUS TODAY
18 Though the Bible reports on Jesus’ death, he is now
alive! In fact, hundreds of people living in the first cen-
tury C.E. were eyewitnesses of the fact that he had been
resurrected. (1 Corinthians 15:3-8) As prophesied, he
thereafter sat at his Father’s right hand and waited to re-

ceive kingly power in heaven. (Psalm 110:1; Hebrews 10:

12, 13) So how should we envision Jesus today? Should
we think of him as a helpless baby in a manger? Or as
a suffering man being put to death? No. He is a mighty,
reigning King! And very soon now, he will manifest his
rulership over our troubled earth.

19 At Revelation 19:11-15, the King Jesus Christ is viv-
idly described as coming with great power to destroy the
wicked. How eager this loving heavenly Ruler must be to
end the suffering that afflicts millions today! And he is

18. How should we envision Jesus Christ today?
19. What action will Jesus take in the near future?




